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He combed  his hair until it was dry, cemented his side parting with the new gel and pulled on the shirt and jeans. He buttoned up the shirt, tucked it in to the waistband, put on his belt and observed himself in the windowpane. He looked neat. Clean. One last splash of aftershave and he was ready. This was his night, the start of a new life; he could feel the excitement in his fingernails.


They had arranged to meet at Camden. Not in the station, she wanted him to walk a little up the hill past the cinema and wait down a side street. She would be waiting in a car. She had apologized for not offering to pick him up, but she didn't like driving across town on Saturday night because of the traffic. He didn't mind. He used the walk to rehearse
 his English and recall the newspaper articles he had read that day. He knew he was intelligent, at home he was top of his class, but in London he felt stupid as his vocabulary evaded him at crucial moments. Daniel arrived in Camden at quarter to seven. Not wanting to look like a tourist he had made the journey without his trusted pocket A‑Z
. To avoid getting lost, he had studied his route, learning the street names by heart. Now he stood and waited, checked his watch and continued to wait. Fifteen minutes after their arranged meeting time Daniel's nerves took on a new form. He reminded himself the traffic was bad on Saturday nights, and it did look bad, very slow, even so, had she forgotten? She didn't have a phone she said, so he couldn't even ring her to check. Maybe it was a set up? A joke at his expense? Of course a girl like that wouldn't be interested in a Croatian language student, not when there were all those hand​some wealthy Italians who never even bothered to go to their lessons ... Damn! Daniel kicked the railings just as he heard a car horn blurt out noisily beside him. He looked up. He recognized the glasses behind the glass. She waved and beckoned for him to come quickly. He ran to the car all fears forgotten. She had come. He still had a date, this was still his Saturday night and no one was going to take it away from him.

"Hello Lizzie,"

"Seatbelt" said Lizzie.

"Oh yes," said Daniel. "Sorry."

"I got the address wrong, it is going to take a bit longer to get there. Why don't we listen to some music?" Lizzie slammed on a tape and  the small car filled with a heavy thumping techno beat.

"How was the rest of your week?" shouted Daniel.

"What?"

"Week? Good?"

"Fine."

"I didn't see you at college?"

"Revision," mouthed Lizzie by way of explanation.

Daniel was confused. Exams weren't until the end of the school year. Lizzie was nodding her head up and down to the music.

"How did it go?"

What?'

"The exam."

Lizzie took her hand off the steering wheel and shook it from side to side. Daniel reached out for the volume control.

"Don't!" shouted Lizzie. Daniel turned to her. She didn't meet his eye. "It helps me concentrate when I drive."

Daniel leant back in his seat. Fair enough, he thought to himself, it was her car, she was driving, and anyway they would have plenty enough time to talk at the party. Lizzie pointed behind her and mouthed the word 'beer' then she smiled and Daniel immediately felt better. He opened one and passed it to her, she took a swig and passed it back to him. She encouraged him to drink. Sharing a drink, he smiled to himself, now that was a good sign. A street name flashed past him. He recognized it. He had walked down the same back street over an hour ago on his way to Camden. She was driving across town. Daniel didn't say anything. Lizzie didn't have to know that he'd walked all the way.

Gay Longworth, Harvest, 2002.

I – COMPRÉHENSION DU TEXTE

1. In what city and when does the scene take place? Justify with three quotations from the text.

2. Fill out Daniel's ID card.

Nationality


Current residence


Languages spoken


Occupation


3. Explain the situation in your own words.
4. Put the events in chronological order and justify the statements by quoting the text.


Events
Order

a
The boy gets more and more nervous.






b
The boy gets ready for his date.






c
The characters decide to meet at Camden.






d
The girl arrives at Camden.






e
The boy walks to Camden.






5. From l. 5 to 22: pick out four quotations showing that Daniel is not sure of himself.

6. How well do the two characters know each other? Answer in your own words.

7. From l. 1 to 25: Daniel goes through three different phases. In the list below, circle three adjectives that correspond to these phases.

relieved,    bored,    impatient,    indifferent,    hopeful,    confident

8. Order them chronologically.


1. 



2. 



3. 


9. Explain what “It was a set up” (l. 16) means.

10. Say whether these statements are TRUE or FALSE. Justify by quoting from the text.
1.  He prepared himself carefully for the meeting.




T
F

2.  This meeting meant a lot to him.






T
F

3. He walked to the meeting place because he lived close by.



T
F

4.  The girl was on time.







T
F

5.  He feels inferior to other students.






T
F

6.   Sharing a drink makes him feel better.





T
F

11. Line 48: “now that was a good sign”. What does the underlined word refer to?

12. Line 50: “She was driving across town”. How can you account for the use of italics in this sentence?

13. Translate from “They had arranged …” (l. 5) down to “… traffic” (l. 8).

II – EXPRESSION PERSONNELLE

Traitez l'un des deux sujets suivants. (250 mots)

a) Imagine why neither Lizzie nor Daniel speaks the exact truth about their lives.

b) Comment on Lizzie's attitude at the wheel.

� practice.


�a city guide.
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